NORTH STAR MENNONITE CHURCH
204 Francis Street, Drake, SK    S0K 1H0
Phone: 363-2125   Fax: 363-2120   FM station 90.1 Website: northstarmc.ca   
Pastor: Dan Graber
Phone: (306) 363-0011 
E-mail: pastor@northstarmc.ca  or E-mail: admin@northstarmc.ca  
Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon
December 24, 2017
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Advent 4: Yes! Let it be now   
Gathering…

Welcome and Announcements

Call to worship:
Leader: Yes! The invitation to carry Light comes to each of us, no matter who we are.

All: O God, you choose to dwell within us. You promise to move about with us until we find our rest in you.

Leader: Your call seems risky; saying yes takes away our breath.

All: Yet we know your faithfulness and steadfast love endure forever.

Leader: You are our strength.

All: Yes! Let it be now.

Lighting of Advent candle
O come, all ye faithful

HWB #212
Oh, how joyfully


HWB #209

Opening prayer
Praising…
To us a Child of hope is born
HWB #189
Offering
Let the children come to me v.3 (while children leave) 

Hearing God’s Word…
Wisdom & Wonder Drama

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12
Meditation:   “Are We Missing the Christ of Christmas?”
Responding…
Here I am, Lord


HWB #395
Confession: (Unison)
O God of blessing and joy, your favor rests upon us, and our souls magnify you. We sing of your steadfast love and proclaim your faithfulness. We confess we often lack complete trust, walking in our own strength, building our own houses instead of joining you in turning ruins into abundance. We are terrified and overcome by fear, wondering, “How will we know?” and pondering, “How can this be?” We are afraid to claim and proclaim that nothing is impossible when your power overshadows us, when your Spirit comes upon us. We find it hard to let go and say, “Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Forgive us.

(pause for silence)
Words of assurance: (Worship Leader)
O God, Emmanuel, in Jesus, the Christ, you have come among us. You have given us life, and we are restored.
Sharing and Congregational Prayer

     O Lord, hear my prayer

HWB #348
Sending…

O little town of Bethlehem

HWB #191
Benediction
Meditation – Norman Doromal
Worship Leader – Floyd Bartel
Song Leader – Rosella Eby
Pianist – Esther Laskowski
Sound – Steven Lehr

Ushers – Amy Wildeman, Willis Jantz
LAST SUNDAY
Attendance – 53 
Offering – $1720.00
Still needed - $5000.00 to meet year end expenses
NEXT SUNDAY 

Meditation – Rose Graber

Worship Leader – Joanne K. Bergen
There will be a potluck lunch following the morning worship next Sunday. 

Everyone is welcome. Menu: Casseroles, buns, salads, squares

TODAY: 3:00 p.m. – We are invited to join Prairie Light Christian Fellowship for a Christmas service in the sanctuary followed by a meal (provided) and fellowship downstairs. 
     7:00 p.m. – North Star Christmas Eve service. The offering for the evening will be divided between our Syrian Refugee Project and the Canadian Foodgrains Refugee Project in Lebanon.

THIS WEEK AT NORTH STAR:

Pastor Dan is away on vacation and will return on December 29.
COMING EVENTS AT NORTH STAR:

Sunday, January 14
     11:00 a.m. – Teen Challenge will be here. There will be a potluck lunch following the morning service.

Saturday, January 20-Sunday, January 21

     Justin Neufeld from CMU will be here.   

BEYOND NORTH STAR:
Saturday, January 20 & Sunday, January 21
     RJC Theatre Arts Class will present "The Mad Tea Party" Sat., Jan. 20 at 7:00 p.m. and Sun., Jan. 21 at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 and will go on sale January 4. This play is appropriate for all audiences!
Sunday, January 28
     4:00 p.m. – Join us for a visit to China without leaving Saskatchewan!  You are invited to an afternoon of fun, learning and inspiration with international ministry workers George and Tobia Veith at Mount Royal Menn., Saskatoon. Try your hand at Chinese brush calligraphy. Learn to skip rope the Chinese way. Hear updates from and interact with the Chinese pastors hosted in SK in 2014. Be inspired and challenged by stories of your brothers and sisters on the other side of the world and hear about the work of Menn. Partners in China. Bring cold or hot dishes, Chinese/Asian food if possible, for a pot luck supper. 
Friday, February 9-Saturday, February 10, 2018
     The MDS All-Unit Meeting is being hosted by Region 5 (Canada) in Winkler, MB for all who are interested. For more information or to register, see our website mds.mennonite.net/all-unit-meeting or call 1-866-261-1274.
MINUTE FOR MISSIONS
Prayer request: May all of our Witness workers who have left their home communities and families (including grandchildren) to share the story of Jesus with others, be embraced by their global families and be truly refreshed and inspired through discovering anew the true meaning of Christmas.

MC Sask Connects: Shekinah Retreat Centre is welcoming applications for an Executive Director. Applicants will be reviewed starting January 2018 and the position will be filled by March 1. The Executive Director provides vision, direction, and ongoing support to staff and Board members, and facilitates stakeholder relations in accomplishing the goals and objectives of Shekinah Retreat Centre. The Executive Director is responsible for all aspects of planning, fundraising, and programming, along with fulfilling administrative and financial responsibilities. The Executive Director is responsible for maintaining positive public and staff relations. An entrepreneurial and creative approach is essential. We invite interested parties to visit www.shekinahretreatcentre.org for more details.

   Over the last year, the Listening & Discernment has been pleased to offer a workshop on living together and love one another even when we disagree. If your congregation would still like us to bring the workshop to you, please schedule a date soon! February 18, 2018, will be the last available date for holding the workshop. contact Committee Chair Josh Wallace, pastorjoshwallace@gmail.com, or listen@mcsask.ca

MCC Connects: Christmas Blessings to you from the Board and Staff of MCC Saskatchewan! May our celebrations of the birth of the Christ child nurture and strengthen our living and serving in the name of Christ throughout the coming year.[image: image1.png]



