NORTH STAR MENNONITE CHURCH
204 Francis Street, Drake, SK    S0K 1H0
Phone: 363-2125   Fax: 363-2120   FM station 90.1 Website: northstarmc.ca   
Pastor: Dan Graber
Phone: (306) 363-0011 
E-mail: pastor@northstarmc.ca  or E-mail: admin@northstarmc.ca  
Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon
December 31, 2017
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Christmas: Yes! Let it be new   
Gathering…

Welcome and Announcements

Call to worship:
Leader: Yes! We will give thanks and rejoice!
All: We will praise the Lord from the heavens, from the heights, and with the angels!

Leader: We praise the Lord with the sun and moon! We praise the Creator of the shining stars!

All: Fire and hail! Snow and frost! Mountains and hills! Fruit trees and cedars!

Leader: Young men and women alike! Children and the aged ones too! Let us praise the name of the Lord.

All: Praise the Lord!

Leader: Yes! Let all things be new.
Lighting of Advent candle
To us a Child of hope is born

HWB #189
Infant holy, Infant lowly


HWB #206
Opening prayer
Praising…
Longing for light


STJ #54
Offering
Let the children come to me v.1 (while children leave) 

Hearing God’s Word…
Wisdom & Wonder Drama

Scripture: Luke 2:22-40
Meditation:   “Joy to the World”
Responding…
Joy to the world



HWB #318
Confession: (Unison)
O God, the waiting is over, the time has come: you dwell among us! We marvel at the mystery of your birth. We are filled and guided by the Spirit as you open our eyes, our hearts, and our arms to receive you. Yes, we say, and yet we confess that instead of being drawn beyond our knowing, into the call of your infinite light, we examine your coming within the boundaries of our understanding. We confess that instead of marveling at the vastness of your mercy, instead of rejoicing with Simeon and Anna, instead of allowing your Spirit to move within and among us, we resist the mystery of your presence. We confess our struggle to step forth with vulnerability, honesty, courage, dreams, hope, and celebration
emanating from the depth of our hearts. 

Forgive us.

(pause for silence)
Words of assurance: (Worship Leader)
O God, Emmanuel, in Jesus, the Christ, you have come among us. You have given us life, and we are restored.
Sharing and Congregational Prayer

     O Lord, hear my prayer

HWB #348
Sending…

As with gladness men of old

HWB #218
Benediction
Meditation – Rose Graber
Worship Leader – Joanne K. Bergen
Song Leader – John Bartel
Accompanists – Worship Team
Sound – Steven Lehr

Ushers – Ken Friesen, Bill Ewert
There will be a potluck lunch following the worship service this morning. Everyone is welcome.
LAST SUNDAY
Attendance –  
Offering – $2800.00  ($2600. for budget) 

Christmas Eve offering  $2120.00
NEXT SUNDAY
Meditation – Dan Graber
Worship Leader – Irene Bartel
There will be coffee and snacks before Sunday School next Sunday. 
Everyone welcome.
COMING EVENTS AT NORTH STAR:

Wednesday, January 10

     2:00 p.m. – Cheerful Mission meets in the church basement. *Note date change*.

Sunday, January 14
     11:00 a.m. – Teen Challenge will be here. There will be a potluck lunch following the morning service. Everyone is welcome. Menu: Casseroles, buns, salads, squares.
Saturday, January 20-Sunday, January 21

     Justin Neufeld from CMU will be here. He will be speaking Saturday evening, Sunday morning during the SS hour as well as during worship.
NORTH STAR NOTES:

· Our sympathy is extended to Isaac & Maria Driediger on the passing of Isaac’s sister, Tina Neufeld, on Dec. 27 in Calgary.
· Please have annual reports handed in or emailed to the office by Sunday, January 14.
BEYOND NORTH STAR:
Saturday, January 20 & Sunday, January 21
     RJC Theatre Arts Class will present "The Mad Tea Party" Sat., Jan. 20 at 7:00 p.m. and Sun., Jan. 21 at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 and will go on sale January 4. This play is appropriate for all audiences!
Sunday, January 28
     4:00 p.m. – Join us for a visit to China without leaving Saskatchewan!  You are invited to an afternoon of fun, learning and inspiration with international ministry workers George and Tobia Veith at Mount Royal Menn., Saskatoon. Try your hand at Chinese brush calligraphy. Learn to skip rope the Chinese way. Hear updates from and interact with the Chinese pastors hosted in SK in 2014. Be inspired and challenged by stories of your brothers and sisters on the other side of the world and hear about the work of Menn. Partners in China. Bring cold or hot dishes, Chinese/Asian food if possible, for a pot luck supper. 
Friday, February 9-Saturday, February 10, 2018
     The MDS All-Unit Meeting is being hosted by Region 5 (Canada) in Winkler, MB for all who are interested. For more information or to register, see our website mds.mennonite.net/all-unit-meeting or call 1-866-261-1274.
MINUTE FOR MISSIONS
Prayer request: Mike & Cheryl Nimz (Witness workers - UK) continue to build numerous relationships who have become like family to them. They invite prayers for: their 18 month old godson Kip being treated for leukemia. Kip’s parents are also part of Mike and Cheryl’s Tuesday night group; as well, Janet from their Cornwall “family” has discovered she has cancer and will begin treatments in the New Year.

MC Sask Connects: Shekinah Retreat Centre is welcoming applications for an Executive Director. Applicants will be reviewed starting January 2018 and the position will be filled by March 1, 2018. We invite interested parties to visit www.shekinahretreatcentre.org for more details.

   Over the last year, the Listening & Discernment has been pleased to offer a workshop on living together and love one another even when we disagree. If your congregation would still like us to bring the workshop to you, please schedule a date soon! February 18, 2018, will be the last available date for holding the workshop. contact Committee Chair Josh Wallace, pastorjoshwallace@gmail.com, or listen@mcsask.ca

MCC Connects: Christmas Blessings to you from the Board and Staff of MCC Saskatchewan! May our celebrations of the birth of the Christ child nurture and strengthen our living and serving in the name of Christ throughout the coming year.[image: image1.png]



