Walking With Christ – With our Hearts


Luke 15:1-10; I John 4:7-12


Readings – Psalm 33; Zeph 3:14-17 

The first man to walk around the world was  named David Kunst of Waseca, Minnesota.   He completed his historic walk on October 5, 1974, after walking 15,000 miles.     The trip required four and one-half years, during which David went through 22 pairs of shoes and wore out two mules. At the completion of his historic journey, an auction was held with eager bidders paying $150 for his right shoe, $170 for his left shoe, and $140 for his remaining mule.   Most people find it neither appealing or practical to be a David Kunst and accept the challenge to hike around the world.  

But Mennonite Church Saskatchewan is inviting us to join them in the goal to Deepen our Walk with Christ this year.    Growing in Christ is why we come to worship every Sunday, as well as are involved with a whole variety of other activities, including Monday nights in November.   It is good to have some specific goals as a congre-gation and conference.     This makes us more aware of why we exist, what we are about, and guides, influences our decision making. 

Last week we looked at how to deepen our walk with Christ – using with our heads.   Each of us is made differently and we learn differently, which means, some of us primarily engage, meet God, with our heads – our minds, our thinking.   We connect with our Creator on a logical, informational factual, rational, level.

Today we look at engaging God with our hearts. Some people find this as a way of learning that works best for them.    We connect with our Redeemer on an emotional level.  Testimonies, music, warm stories and emotion are highly meaningful for these people.   

We don’t want to live passive lives but long for it to be filled with fascination and meaning.   Advertisers are good at appealing to our wants – our passions and our status.    They target us with – you need this experience to feel fulfilled and important.    Often we watch ads and wonder – what are they trying to sell, because they spend so much time on subtle ways to get our attention and catch our feelings.  When they have those – too often they get our money.    Some ads make us fearful – so we get their product.  

We want our hearts to be consumed, to be caught and to be excited.    Advertisers know this.  God knows this because He has put this desire in every person.    Think about the many things people sink their time and energy into, hobbies, interests, causes and relationships.

Why do people spend oodles of time & thou-sands of dollars on sports?    And what about sewing – quilting, crocheting, and so on?  

Why do some people spend so much time playing an instrument – or singing in a choir?  Sometimes several instruments and a number of singing groups.    Committing all that time and energy and cost?    When Paul McCarthy gave a concert in Regina – some people drove over a 1,000 miles, one way, to attend.  Why?

Why do we get so wrapped up in things like comic books and their details.   The Big Bang TV show does a great job of portraying a bunch of successful scientific nerds – who argue and talk about comic book characters and their powers – frequently.   Why?    The women in their lives can’t understand it.   But when they decided to read some of the comics – they too started arguing – just like the men in their lives.  

Why are some people so passionate about justice issues?   Or ecology issues?   When is a job more than a job?    It’s so natural to get so apprehended in good things that they become destructive to ourselves and those around us.

People are looking for things to captivate them and bring a sense of fulfillment and to give them meaning.      It’s interesting that, when Jesus lays out the most important commandment for us, He emphasizes all, and He starts with loving the Lord with ALL of your heart and then continues on down the short list.  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”
So what does it mean to deepen our walk with Christ – with our hearts?  First we need to name our loves, our likings, our cares, our passions and then determine our devotion, commitment, time and wealth.   Our hearts contain powerful emotions, affections and desires.  They are deep currents that steer our lives.  Think of them as a rudder of a ship that literally directs it, toward good or bad.  Toward habits that give life or habits that lead to death.   Or simple distractions. Some of these come from an inner prompting.  Others come from a specific experience.

To see where our affections lie, we have to discern what occupies our thoughts and our time; what motivates our actions; how we spend our money; and what shapes our aspirations and their rewards.    What we love waits to be captured.  We long to cling to someone or something. Wherever these affections are found, so our hearts will be.

This is why addictions can be so harmful.  They are the opposite of searching for healthy life giving treasures.   Idolatry is the same.   I suspect more than one evangelist has some fans – who follow them around for the next spiritual fix.     Just like some people who follow their special musicians from concert to concert.  Or fans of a sports team.     A little is healthy and good. Too much - causes a variety of problems. So we have to be rigorously honest about our habits, our loves, cares, passions and affections.  Are they building, strengthening our hearts or they diminishing, destroying them? 

A way to determine how healthy our hearts are, and if we are deepening our walk with Christ with our hearts is:  what treasure are we searching for or following?    What do we talk about all the time and most easily?   Where do we put our time, treasure and talent?    The devotion of our hearts is determined by wherever we find value as our greatest treasure.
Luke 15 has three stories that all have the same message for us.  We only read two of them today but they make the point that we search hard for the things we lose because they are treasures.    The stories of the lost sheep and the lost coin are Jesus’ way of telling us how valued each one of us are valued by God.    We are God’s treasures. “I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”    Heaven has a party when we repent, turn around, are found.

Jesus said in Matthew (6:21)   “For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.”  

“Where your treasure is…your heart will be.”  Memorize this short phrase.  This is the answer on how to love God with all our hearts.    The heart loves what it treasures!  We have to seek a great treasure, and when we discover it, love, the result of our passions, affections and so on, follows.  It’s ironic, isn’t it?  The treasure comes first, and the heart follows.   It comes second.

Years ago, in the 1800’s, J. Wilbur Chapman, an American Presbyterian evangelist, had the opportunity to meet General Booth, who at that time was past eighty years of age.    General Booth with his wife started the Salvation Army in England.    He listened reverently as the old General Booth spoke of the trials conflicts and the victories.    Then he asked the general if he would disclose his secret for success.

“He hesitated a second,” Dr. Chapman said, “and I saw the tears come into his eyes and steal down his cheeks, and then he said, ‘I will tell you the secret.   God has had all there was of me.      There have been men with greater brains than I, men with greater opportunities; but from the day I got the poor of London on my heart, and a vision of what Jesus Christ could do with the poor of London, I made up my mind that God would have all of William Booth there was.    And if there is anything of power in the Salvation Army today, it is because God has all the adoration of my heart, all the power of my will, and all the influence of my life.’”

Dr. Chapman said he went away from that meeting with General Booth knowing that, “the greatness of a man’s power is the measure of surrender.”     General Booth had found his treasure and it changed, captured, his heart.

The Bible describes heaven this way.  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he hid it again, and then, in his joy, went and sold all he had and bought that field.”   (Matt. 13:44)   In order for our hearts to love Jesus completely, it has to treasure Him supremely.  Our affections are the outcome of what we treasure.    When we truly encounter the Lord in all His glory, loving Him with all our hearts will be the end result.

This is why testimonies are so important.  They are a form of affection!    They are saying – Rejoice with me – Jesus has saved me!  Rejoice with me – Jesus has given me hope!  People always tune into passionate stories of hope.
How can we deepen our walk with Christ – with our hearts?    First we need to name our loves, our likings, our cares, and our passions and then determine our devotion, commitment, time and wealth.    Second, the way to determine how healthy our hearts are, and if we are deepening our walk with Christ with our hearts is:  what treasure are we searching for and following?

And third, Make Jesus your greatest treasure.
For the Apostle Paul, Jesus was THE treasure of his life.   The loss of everything else was nothing compared to gaining Christ.  He wrote “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.     I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.”   (Phil 3:8)
Jesus was Paul’s treasure which led his heart to what he loved doing.  “…this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”  (Eph 3:8)     Here is a picture of a man who found a treasure that exceeds all others – Jesus.   Nothing else comes close!  The glory of Jesus is so amazing and so satisfying that once discovered, all else pales in comparison.    When we divert our attention away from the Lord, seeking other treasure, our love for our Creator will begin to grow cold.    It’s that simple.

Lethargic individuals and congregations can be traced back to hearts that have misplaced affections.    The greatest treasure is no longer Christ but something or someone else.  Maybe likes and dislikes, or tradition, or holding on to some past grievance, or family, or comfort, or fears, or pleasure, or wealth, you name what it might be for you.   We each know what holds us back from loving God with all our hearts.   

On the other hand, I know there are circumstan- ces beyond our control – age, health, skills, years of faithfulness with the results we don’t like. You can name what’s hindering yourself and us from loving God as much as we would like to. But let’s be honest with ourselves.

A young boy traveling by airplane to visit his grandparents sat beside a man who happened to be a seminary professor.   The boy was reading a Sunday school take-home paper, & the professor thought he would have some fun with the lad.   “Young man,” said the professor, “if you can tell me something God can do, I will give you a big, shiny apple.”   The boy thought for a moment, then replied, “Mister, if you can tell me some thing God can not do, I’ll give you a whole barrel of apples!”   That’s using the imagination God gave our minds and hearts!
Lastly, to deepen our walk with Christ in our hearts, spend time with God.   The Creator wants his light to shine in our hearts.   For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.    (2 Cor 4:6-7) 

Jesus said, “Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light.        But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. 

See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.
 (Luke 33:34-35)
Revelations suggests to us:  Only through the persistent gaze on the face of the Lord and His glory do the streams of light pierce our hearts with the same power and force that keep the Seraphim consumed before the Almighty’s throne.    (Rev. 4:8).
Nov 11, 2018 short version   (Sumata spoke)
Walking With Christ – With our Hearts


Luke 15:1-10; I John 4:7-12


Readings – Psalm 33; Zeph 3:14-17 

Today we look at deepening our walk with Christ - with our hearts.   Some people find this as a way of learning that works best for them.   We connect with our Redeemer on an emotional level.   Testimonies, music, warm stories and emotion are highly meaningful for these people.   

We don’t want to live passive lives but long for it to be filled with fascination and meaning.  We want our hearts to be consumed, to be caught and to be excited about something.   God knows this because He has put this desire in every person.  Think about the many things people sink their time, energy, and money into.    What hobbies, interests, causes, passions, relationships, and work, do you pour your heart into?

Why do we get so wrapped up in things like comic books and their details.   The Big Bang TV show does a great job of portraying a bunch of successful scientific nerds – who argue and talk about comic book characters and their powers – frequently.    Why?     The women in their lives can’t understand it.    But when they decided to read some of the comics – they too started arguing – just like the men in their lives.  
It’s so natural to get so apprehended even in good things that they become destructive to ourselves and those around us.   People are looking for things to captivate them and bring a sense of fulfillment and to give them meaning.  But our creator has the solution.  Our Redeemer tells us, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”
So how do we deepen our walk with Christ – with our hearts?  First we need to name our loves, our likings, our cares, and our passions.     To see where our affections lie, we have to discern and examine what occupies our thoughts; what motivates our actions; what shapes our aspira-tions, and their rewards.    What we love waits to be captured.    We long to cling to someone or something.    Wherever these affections are found, there our hearts will be.
As we examine our hearts, we also need to determine our devotion, commitment, as well as how we spend our time, talent and wealth.  Our hearts contain powerful emotions, affections passions and desires.  They are deep currents that steer our lives.   Think of them as a rudder of a ship that literally directs it, toward good or bad.  Toward habits that give life or habits that lead to death.     Some of these come from a specific experience.  Some of these come from an inner prompting.    Some come out of the joy and / or challenge we find.   Many are life building. 

But to see where our hearts really lie, we have to be rigorously honest about our habits, our loves, cares, passions and affections.    Do they build, strengthening our hearts or do they diminish and destroy them?    Do they lead us toward God?
Another way to determine how healthy our hearts are, and if we are deepening our walk with Christ with our hearts is:  what treasure are we searching for or following?     The devotion of our hearts is determined by wherever we find value as our greatest treasure.
Luke 15 has three stories that all have the same message for us.   We only read two of them today but they make the point that we search hard for the things we lose because they are treasures.    The stories of the lost sheep and the lost coin are Jesus’ way of telling us how valued each one of us are valued by God.    We are God’s treasures. “I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”    Heaven has a party when we repent, turn around, are found.

Jesus said in Matthew (6:21)   “For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.”  

“Where your treasure is…your heart will be.”  Memorize this short phrase.  This is the answer on how to love God with all our hearts.    The heart loves what it treasures!   We have to seek a great treasure, and when we discover it, love, the result of our passions, affections and so on, follows.  It’s ironic, isn’t it?  The treasure comes first, and the heart follows.   It comes second.

Years ago, in the 1800’s, J. Wilbur Chapman, an American Presbyterian evangelist, had the opportunity to meet General Booth, who at that time was past eighty years of age.    General Booth with his wife started the Salvation Army in England.    He listened reverently as the old General Booth spoke of the trials conflicts and the victories.    Then he asked the general if he would disclose his secret for success.

“He hesitated a second,” Dr. Chapman said, “and I saw the tears come into his eyes and steal down his cheeks, and then he said, ‘I will tell you the secret.   God has had all there was of me.      There have been men with greater brains than I, men with greater opportunities; but from the day I got the poor of London on my heart, and a vision of what Jesus Christ could do with the poor of London, I made up my mind that God would have all of William Booth there was.    And if there is anything of power in the Salvation Army today, it is because God has all the adoration of my heart, all the power of my will, and all the influence of my life.’”

Dr. Chapman said he went away from that meeting with General Booth knowing that, “the greatness of a man’s power is the measure of surrender.”     General Booth had found his treasure and it changed, captured, his heart.

The Bible describes heaven this way.  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he hid it again, and then, in his joy, went and sold all he had and bought that field.”   (Matt. 13:44)   In order for our hearts to love Jesus completely, it has to treasure Him supremely.  Our affections are the outcome of what we treasure.    When we truly encounter the Lord in all His glory, loving Him with all our hearts will be the end result.

This is why testimonies are so important.  They are a form of affection!    They are saying – Rejoice with me – Jesus has saved me!  Rejoice with me – Jesus has given me hope!  People always tune into passionate stories of hope.
How can we deepen our walk with Christ – with our hearts?  Make Jesus your greatest treasure.
For the Apostle Paul, Jesus was THE treasure of his life.   The loss of everything else was nothing compared to gaining Christ.  He wrote “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.     I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.”   (Phil 3:8)
Jesus was Paul’s treasure which led his heart to what he loved doing.  “…this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”  (Eph 3:8)     Here is a picture of a man who found a treasure that exceeds all others – Jesus.   Nothing else comes close!  The glory of Jesus is so amazing and so satisfying that once discovered, all else pales in comparison.    When we divert our attention away from the Lord, seeking other treasure, our love for our Creator will begin to grow cold.    It’s that simple.

Lethargic individuals and congregations can be traced back to hearts that have misplaced affections.    The greatest treasure is no longer Christ but something or someone else.  Maybe likes and dislikes, or tradition, or holding on to some past grievance, or family, or comfort, or fears, or pleasure, or wealth, you name what it might be for you.   We each know what holds us back from loving God with all our hearts.   

A young boy traveling by airplane to visit his grandparents sat beside a man who happened to be a seminary professor.   The boy was reading a Sunday school take-home paper, & the professor thought he would have some fun with the lad.   
“Young man,” said the professor, “if you can tell me something God can do, I will give you a big, shiny apple.”   The boy thought for a moment, then replied, “Mister, if you can tell me some thing God can not do, I’ll give you a whole barrel of apples!”   That’s using the imagination God gave our minds and hearts!  He knew who his greatest treasure was!
Lastly, to deepen our walk with Christ in our hearts, spend time with God.   The Creator wants his light to shine in our hearts.   For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.    (2 Cor 4:6-7) 

Jesus said, “Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light.        But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. 

See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.
 (Luke 33:34-35)

How can we deepen our walk with Christ – with our hearts?    We need to name our loves, our likings, our cares, and our passions.  Then and then determine our devotion and commitment, as well as how we spend our time, talent and wealth.  We have to ask ourselves: what treasure are we searching for or following?  To deepen our walk with Christ with our hearts – make Jesus your greatest, biggest, supreme treasure.   And spend time with Jesus Christ.
