NORTH STAR MENNONITE CHURCH
204 Francis Street, Drake, SK    S0K 1H0
Phone: 363-2125   Fax: 363-2120   FM station 90.1 Website: northstarmc.ca   
Pastor: Dan Graber
Phone: (306) 363-0011 
E-mail: pastor@northstarmc.ca  or E-mail: admin@northstarmc.ca  
Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon
March 10, 2019
Lent 1 Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Gathering in the Spirit…

Welcome and Announcements

My soul is filled with joy


STJ #13
If you believe and I believe

STJ #32

Call to Worship: (based on Psalms 63 and 91)

Leader: O God, you are our God. We seek you.

People: Our souls thirst for you as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

Leader: We trust in the Lord, who is our refuge, who commands his angels to guard us.

People: God delivers and protects us when we are in trouble.

All: O God, you satisfy our souls as with a rich feast. In the shadow of your wings, we sing for joy, and you uphold us.
Prayer
Placement of elements - A Bible is a reminder that we hunger for spiritual food and do not live by bread alone. 
Sharing the Good News…

Let the children come to me (while children leave) 
Scripture: Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13
Lo, a gleam from yonder heaven
HWB #591
Meditation:   “Lent – A Season of Preparation“ 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  Hebrews 4:15; 2:17-18
Responding with our Whole Hearts…

I stand amazed in the presence

HWB #528
Psalm 91 Responsive Reading

Teach me thy truth


HWB #548

Offering

Sharing and Congregational Prayer
   Come, bring your burdens to God
Confession and Reconciliation…
Leader: “Scripture says, ‘No one who believes in God will be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on God. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 

Who will call upon the Lord today?

Response of person from congregation
Leader: We are all invited to call upon the Lord today. Let us bring ourselves to God in prayer.


(Worship leader leads in prayer.)

All: Saving God, we call upon you, for you alone can save. When we find ourselves wandering in a wilderness, we call to you.

Leader: When we face temptations, we call to you. When our souls hunger for what only you can provide, we call to you.

All: In the morning and in the evening, we will call upon the Lord.

Words of Assurance…

   Leader: Our generous God provides for us. 

Going out to Serve…
The Lord lift you up


STJ #73
Benediction

Meditation – Dan Graber

Worship Leader – Floyd Bartel
Song Leader – Leona Ewert
Pianist – Chris Bergen
Sound – Ivan Bartel

Ushers – Amy Wildeman, Willis Jantz
LAST SUNDAY

Attendance – 62
Offering – $3900.00
NEXT SUNDAY 

Meditation – Sumanta

Worship Leader – Peter Nicholson
TODAY: 7:00 p.m. – RJC “Choirs & Cakes” Fundraiser. See posters. 

COMING EVENTS AT NORTH STAR: 
Sunday, March 31
     11:00 a.m. – RJC will be here for morning worship.    
Monday, August 19-Thursday, August 22 

     VBS at North Star. Save the dates.
NORTH STAR NOTES: 
· In order to make the ritual and visual elements prominent in the Lenten service, three distinct movements have been created: 1) placing the symbol near the start of the service; 2) placing the empty bowl during the ritual of confession and reconciliation; and 3) filling the empty bowl during the words of assurance. The image of a barren rockscape on a rich purple cloth is carried forward from week to week. However, the elements used to allude to each week’s “hunger” will change. Each service begins with “setting the table.” 
· Thank you for all the words of sympathy, prayers, cards and food on the passing of our Dad. Thank you for the wonderful lunch at Dad’s memorial. We appreciate you all so much. And thank you for your ongoing love & concern for Mom.                    Sincerely, Herman, Gayle & family and the Driediger family.
BEYOND NORTH STAR:
Wednesday, March 13

     5:30 p.m. – Dallas Valley Camp Banquet at Strasbourg Alliance. See poster.
Sunday, March 17

     1:30-6:30 p.m. – Ladies Retreat at Zion Lutheran, Jansen. Presenter: Pastor Amber Hoffman. Hosted by Jansen Zion Ladies. See bulletin boards for posters & Reg. forms.
Friday, March 22-Saturday, March 23

     Walking in Worship Women's Retreat at Shekinah Retreat Centre. Lois Siemens is our guest speaker and Sue Schellenberg will be leading us in song.  Visit www.mcsask.ca to register or see the poster and registration form on bulletin board.

Tuesday, March 26

     5:00-7:00 p.m. - Vereniki and Sausage Fund Raiser for the Youth Farm Bible Camp at Rosthern Mennonite Church.  Admission is by Donation.

Thursday, March 28

    7:00 p.m. – Grace Menn., Prince Albert invites you to a Lenten evening with Harold R Johnson, author of “Firewater,” “Two Families,” and “Clifford.” Harold has most recently embarked on a healing journey in his relationship to the man who was convicted of a drunk driving charge in which Harold’s brother died. 
Saturday, March 30

     1:00-4:00 p.m. – A workshop on MAiD (Medical Assistance in Dying). Dr. Sheila Harding who is the head of the Christian Medical and Dental Society of Canada will address issues around MAiD and Dr. Margaret Cottle will talk to us about Palliative Care. Cornerstone Church, 315 Lenore Drive, Saskatoon.
Saturday, April 6

     9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. – Thirsting for God Lenten Silent Retreat at Shekinah Retreat Centre. Registration forms on bulletin board. Deadline March 22.
Sunday, April 7

     7:00 p.m. – African Children’s Choir “Just as I am Hymns Tour” at Danceland, Manitou. See poster for more information.

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS
MC Sask Connects: Thank you to all those who attended and helped with the MC Sask Annual Delegate Sessions this weekend. Special thanks to our hosts, Zoar and Eigenheim Mennonite Churches. Pray for MC Sask as a church family, that in the year to come we might continue to be inspired, challenged, and strengthened as we Deepen our Walk with Each Other.

MC Canada Connects: Volunteers needed! MC Canada’s structural change means a transition to relational funding for International Witness ministries. You are invited to continue to demonstrate your support by becoming a member of a Witness Support Team for our Witness worker units. This team functions as a connecting link between international partners, Witness workers and Canadian supporters. If a Witness Support Team sounds like something you want be part of,  read the brief summary about WSTs on the MC Canada website, here: http://home.mennonitechurch.ca/WSTsummary, and then contact Kirsten Hamm-Epp at youthminister@mcsask.ca for more information.

MCC Connects: Did you know that YOU can help make a difference in the lives of refugees around the world? Learn more about MCC’s refugee sponsorship program at  markbiglandpritchard@mccsk.ca or 306.665.2555.
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