NORTH STAR MENNONITE CHURCH
204 Francis Street, Drake, SK    S0K 1H0
Phone: 363-2125   Fax: 363-2120   FM station 90.1 Website: northstarmc.ca   
Pastor: Dan Graber
Phone: (306) 363-0011 
E-mail: pastor@northstarmc.ca  or E-mail: admin@northstarmc.ca  
Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon
May 10, 2020
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Gathering in the Spirit…

Welcome and Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation & Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Sharing the Good News…
Offering Reminder and Announcements
Scripture: Proverbs 31:10-31
Meditation:  “Creating Joyful Motherhood” 
  Proverbs 23:22 & 25, Ephesians 4:17-32
Responding with our Whole Hearts…
Praise and Prayer 
· For transit workers, police officers, and other public servants working tirelessly, often without adequate protection: God, give them stamina every day and keep them from falling ill.

· For nursing homes, rehabilitation centers, and other long-term care facilities: God, encourage the lonely residents and strengthen the staff members who help them. Prevent further spread of infection, and comfort families who can no longer visit their loved ones.

· For the incarcerated, who are particularly vulnerable to the spread of this virus: God, give wisdom to prison officials. Protect inmates and staff from both violence and illness. Deliver them all from fear.

· For women and children in abusive situations: God, restrain those who commit harm. Provide protection and rescue for victims and comfort them in their vulnerability.

· For countries in the developing world: God, contain the spread of infection in our world’s most densely populated and poorest cities. Spare countries already burdened with disease and chronic poor health.

· Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:
God of power and might, who raised Jesus from the dead, 

you free our hearts from trouble 

and prepare a place of joyful for all your children.

And so we thank you for your promise and your peace which we need so desperately these days.

In Christ, we know you as the way.

You deliver all who turn to you in moments of challenge or uncertainty.

We pray for those who feel lost or alone, 

those who live with great anxiety and doubt 

and any who are fearful of what tomorrow might bring.

(Silence for 5-10 seconds)

God of the Way, open the eyes of those who are struggling 

so that they can see that there is a new way filled with hope for them,

with the promise of rest and renewal.

In Christ, we know you as the truth.

You reveal the falsehood and lies that ensnare us in these confusing times.

We pray for those who have put their faith in false hope and flimsy promises, 

those who are deceived by the fabrications of the power hungry 

and any who are misled by distortions and twisted claims that circulate each day: 

(Silence for 5-10 seconds)

God of the Truth, reveal the shallowness of things that distract or mislead us 

and empower us to see what is true.

In Christ, we know you as the life.

You promise to overcome all that is rooted in death and decay

by your resurrecting power.

We pray for people who struggle with illness or grief 

and all who live with deep sadness, depression or hopelessness.

We pray for those for whom each day seems like a chore, 

and those for whom opportunities for abundant life are cut down by acts of discrimination or the loss of what seemed like security just weeks ago.

(Silence for 5-10 seconds)

God of all Life and each life, heal those who are suffering

and make your justice known in our land.

Help each of us and your whole church to follow in the footsteps of Christ 

so that in our living and loving, your kingdom of justice and love is revealed.

This we pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray…

And Jesus – we pray for mothers around the world.  Especially for those who are suffering because of war, starvation, illness and disease.  May they find what they need to sustain them as well as experience your comforting presence with them.  The world needs to do more than offer assistance, prayers, encouragement and recognition of their plight.  We need a change in how societies and governments manage themselves.  And we need the rich and powerful to learn your ways Jesus.

So we ask that the mothers around the world find joy and gratefulness today, whatever their situation.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen

Going out to Serve…
Closing and Benediction
May the Lord who brought us to birth by his Spirit,

strengthen us for the Christian life.

May the Lord who provides for all our needs

sustain us day by day.

May the Lord whose steadfast love is constant as a mother's care,

send us out to live and work for others.

And the blessing of God Almighty.

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be with you and remain with you always. 

So go into your week,

knowing that you are embraced by the love of God;

a love that is sweeter and more tender

than any you have ever known.  In Jesus’ Name  Amen.

THIS SUNDAY
Meditation – Dan Graber
Worship Leader – Jim Ewert
NEXT SUNDAY
Meditation – Dan Graber
Please note that all events at North Star (worship, meetings, etc.) will be cancelled until further notice. We will continue to send weekly bulletins and information will also be posted on the church website. If you have any questions or comments please call or email the church.
COMING EVENTS AT NORTH STAR:
June 7

     Outdoor worship service. Details to follow.
August 17-20

     VBS at North Star (depending on COVID-19 restrictions)
NORTH STAR NOTES: 
· Our congratulations to Calvin and Leah Bartel on the birth of their twins, Georgia Grey (6lbs. 3oz.) and Rusty Walter (4 lbs. 9 oz.). Grandparents are Floyd and Carolyn Bartel and Dave and Amanda Keeling. Great Grandparents are Myrven and Marjorie Kline and Great Great Grandma Margaret Schroder.
· To see the video of the sermon, please click on the sermon title on the North Star web site (northstarmc.ca)
· Please help me put together a Musing by answering these questions:
How will life change as we get through Coronavirus? Any predictions or guesses? Any wishes? What are the top three aspects of life you have enjoyed with the quarantine? What are the top three aspects of life you dislike? How will the larger society change but we will not here in Drake? Any other comments or observations?  Thanks, Dan.                                                                      
BEYOND NORTH STAR:

Tuesday, May 12
     7:00 p.m. – RJC Virtual Open House. Prospective students & families are invited to learn more about RJC from the comfort of their own home! Experience a virtual school tour, a brief presentation, as well as an opportunity to hear from current students and teachers. The event will be held over Zoom. Please register at admissions@rjc.sk.ca to be sent the Zoom link. 
MINUTE FOR MISSIONS
Praying for Each Other: Pray for the people of Northern Saskatchewan as the COVID-19 virus spreads in their communities.  Crowded living conditions and limited services often make physical distancing very difficult, and there are no easy solutions. Pray for guidance for leaders and health care workers as they help those affected.
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