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In looking at what we are learning or relearning or being starkly faced with, out of this pandemic experience, there are a whole variety of issues, which go way beyond health dynamics and preparedness.  
In reflecting on what we can learn from this pandemic – what stands out?

One element is the ironies – for lack of a better term.  You could add your own thoughts to this list.  Or you could argue with them.  But for better or worse – here are a few that I think stand out.

An old saying goes – Never let a crises go to waste!

So do these ideas, ironies, discrepancies, point to things we should work on as a society as especially as followers of Jesus? 

We are seeing how leadership, social safety nets, economic philosophies and attitudes, government’s responses, and so on are very much intertwined.  Even though these issues may seem distant from us, they are very real and have consequences and effects on us here in rural farm country.  As followers of Jesus who believe in the Creators vision of Shalom – but the coronavirus is showing us that the world is far from that vision.  
We are seeing some great ironies.  Like the appreciation and honoring of health care workers – but not getting to them the equipment they need to stay safe.  

I know a person who works in a research lab who when he needs to return to it, when his work 
from home runs out, will be offered minimal PPE.  His wife has a major disability because of her 
ongoing health.  This is causing some consternation among the workers.

In the US, the coronavirus is threatening the profit motive so doctors and nurses are being furloughed because hospitals and medical systems are not making a profit. 
And here in Canada how many surgeries and treatments – like for cancer, are being delayed?

In the United States, we have the irony that some workers who are receiving government help, actually take in more income than if they were working full time.  What?  Why?
The whole issue of migrant and / or immigrant workers is a fascinating one.  In many Western countries with the worries about the food supply and immigrants – I read western European countries are flying in plane loads of workers from eastern Europe to work the fields.  
We are learning that our meat supplies are threatened because companies have consolidated for profit, efficiencies, and other reasons.  But this means when workers get infected, plants close and workers rebel.  And it should be no surprise that black, brown and indigenous people are suffering and dying disproportionally in Western nations.  
I suspect each one of us could mention other challenges like the tension between physical safety and income.  Keeping the economy going versus worker safety.    
Or the whole issue of governments spending wildly, going into enormous debt, that only our great grandchildren might pay off.  
To me it’s also ironic that in a time when democracies seem to be under threat, and nations are becoming less democratic, will the electorates continue to support the right wing direction of would be dictators?  
We are seeing once again – the value of supporting small businesses who don’t get the help and respect they should with the number of jobs they provide, the ways they enhance local society and add to the whole economic outlook.

I’m finding irony in that to keep costs down, part time nursing care workers, but not by choice, have to have other jobs to make ends meet, but this brings in the virus from their other contacts.  All to save from providing pension, supplemental health care, health care in the US, and so on.   Savings and profits over people’s lives.  Fortunately in Canada this is less so, but it shows we value people less than money.
And since world trade and the supply chains are such an important issue, we find much talk about growing and producing more products at home then totally depending on the good will of nations far away.  This has always made a lot of sense to me including as a national security issue. 
The tension between “freedom” versus social distancing.  And the politics and economics involved.

One or the more distressing issues around the world is we are seeing that our lip service about seniors and nursing homes is not measuring up to reality as up to half the deaths are those who live in senior institutions in most if not all countries.  
And I’m not mentioning here the many ways people, rich and poor, are responding with encouragement, dollars, songs, volunteering and so on.  That’s not the point of this musing – but we must not forget them.  

As well as the health workers who are in constant danger – with or without PPE.

We are learning that we are in this together – using protective measures is good for both ourselves and for others.  But some are resisting learning this.  Immediate wants and values versus long term ones.

Possibly the biggest saddest irony is the tension between protecting people and helping the rich get richer.  Obviously, the facts are a little different in each country, but still, societal ironies and economic ironies are leaping out in front of us.   Jeff Bezos and Amazon workers for example?
So will we re-engineer our priorities as people, nations, and governments as we look at these ironies and others?  
And again, why is the news media spending so much time speculating about the coronavirus instead of getting to us all the other news that is happening around us and in the world?

Will governments actually govern for the good of all their people or simply special interest groups that are able to help them get in and stay elected, plus get rich?  
What will we learn and change, if anything in societies and countries around the world out of the coronavirus experience.
What is the role of followers of Jesus with these ironies that have come to light, even more than ever?
What are your thoughts?   What ironies would you add to this list?   What Canadian ironies do you see?
