Remembering Colossians    
  Key Verses

How are we going to remember this sermon series on Colossians?    Better yet, what are some helpful ways to remember the lessons of this wonderful book?   One way to remember Colossians is to pick out key verses like in our reading today.   It probably is hard to do this, but it would be a helpful exercise for you to do.

An old couple was realizing they were losing their memory.  They decided they would go to a doctor to see about the problem.  The doctor said “Well, there isn’t very much I can do, but you could try one thing.”

“What’s that?” they said

“You could try writing everything down, so if you ever forgot something, you would have a reference.”


The old couple took this into consideration, though the old man was skeptical.  One day, the couple was sitting on their front porch.

The old man said to his wife, “You know, I feel like some ice cream. I’m going to go get some”

“Get me some too.” The woman said. “Vanilla with chocolate sprinkles.”

The man headed in, but the old woman called out to him before he could fully enter the house and said “Wait, don’t you think you should do what our doctor said and write this down?”

“Bah, I’ll be fine!” he said.

Twenty minutes later the man returned to his wife with a plate of bacon and eggs.

“Ugh!” the woman said. “I can’t believe this!  I told you to write this down, but you refused!”

“What did I forget?” He said.

The woman, angrily, yelled to his face, “You forgot the toast!”

As I have been reflecting on how to end our time with the book of Colossians, I didn’t want to just stop at the last verse.   I realized that we could combine a review or a summary with our annual Remembrance time.   I hope you have read Colossians several times during the past months.  If you haven’t, you can always read it.  Maybe you remember a few specific things about the book from our time studying it. 

I know much of it has been a reminder of following Jesus, of things we already know, but just like we need every meal, we need to feed on spiritual mysteries, and remember the rich taste of the life Jesus offers us.  I hope you have some new thought or two about the importance of following Jesus.  I assume you have a greater understanding of the Apostle Paul and his key concerns and passions.    Maybe some of the illustrations used have given you greater clarity on some issue.  We still have the same heresies and issues today that we struggle with.  We still have the same keys to a full spiritual life with Lord Jesus and each other as a congregation. 

One way to remember Colossians is to memorize the section titles that your Bible gives you.   And we also have the 15 sermon titles in this series.  I hope they are helpful for you and trigger your memory in some way.  

Making Sense of Colossians – an introduction.

Reasons for Thankfulness

Paul’s Model of Intercessory Prayer

The Supreme Adequacy of Christ

Jesus the Supreme Reconciler

Paul’s Labor for the Church

Christ is Sufficient!

Don’t be fooled

Freedom from human rules

The Risen Life is Oriented to the Exalted Christ

The Things to Leave Behind

Rules for dressing

Submission Rules for Christian Households

The Religious Duties of Prayer and Evangelism Saints of the Early Church    
In many respects our regular spiritual practices are acts of remembering.  They remind us about Jesus.  They help us relearn what we should take off and what we should put on.  And it’s not unusual for an idea to be new or timely for us.  It’s not unusual for some part of scripture to jump out at us because the Holy Spirit is at work in us.  Maybe we are troubled, struggling with an issue and need the reminder for our spiritual health and to grow in maturity.  

For me it’s remarkable how much perception Paul had about the church at Colossae, even though he had not visited it.   He was full of insight and wisdom.  There isn’t a wasted word in the book of Colossians.  It is clear Paul spent time thinking and praying about what to write and how to write.  And his words have impact today and for the future.    They are timeless attitudes and truths to take in and develop.  We can learn from the way Paul argues and defends a point. Especially the way he keeps pointing to Jesus and the habits of prayer and thankfulness and speaking out to others the Good News.

There was an old man who lived by a forest. As he grew older and older, he started losing his hair, until one day, on his deathbed, he was completely bald. That day he called his children to a meeting. He said, "Look at my hair. It used to be so magnificent, but it's completely gone now.  My hair can't be saved.  But look outside at the forest.   It's such a lovely forest with so many trees, but sooner or later they'll all be cut down & this forest will look as bald as my hair"

"What I want you to do," the man continued. "Is, every time a tree is cut down or dies, plant a new one in my memory.   Tell your descen-dants to do the same.   It shall be our family's duty to keep this forest strong."

And so they did.   Each time the forest lost a tree, the children replanted one, and so did their children, and their children after them.  And for centuries, the forest remained as lush and pretty as it once was, all because of one man and his re-seeding heirline.   H E I R L I N E.  

That is our call and job.   To reseed the gospel message over and over, at every chance we get, just like we plant every growing season.  To have heirs who are following Jesus.  And some of our remembering of those who have died involves the ways they seeded their lives and their faith into us and into this congregation of God’s church.   They passed on to us the major theme of Colossians which is the complete supreme adequacy of Christ as contrasted with the emptiness of mere human philosophy.    

One way to remember the teachings & wisdom of Colossians is to summarize it as a whole and to summarize each chapter.   Here is how Juli Camarin puts it in a blog. It’s an important look into the mystery of Christ which was hidden for generations & now disclosed to the saints (Col. 1:26).   It is a glorious reminder of everything Christ did for us in conquering sin and death.   It shows His supremacy over all things and explains what our godly response should be.
Colossians 1 - The Supremacy of Christ. This chapter opens with a prayer of thanksgiving. Like many of his letters, Paul prays that we might be filled with the know-ledge of God’s will.  He encourages us that the gospel continues to grow and bear fruit just as it is doing in us.  He paints a marvelous picture of Christ’s supremacy demonstrated by his eternal nature that both created everything and continuously holds it in place.   Paul reiterates his mission, which is to present the Word of God in its fullness, the mystery hidden for ages but now revealed to and in us.   This mystery is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
Chapter 2-Life in Christ.  (Paul) continues to explain the mystery of God, which is Christ.  We are encouraged to continue in Him in the same way we received him by faith. We are reminded of Jesus’ glorious victory on the cross where He completely annihilated all powers that accuse and oppose us, including the written code and our sin.  We are reminded that our (spiritual) circumcision was done by the Spirit of God.   We are encouraged to put aside principles and rules that are based on human teachings and commands. 

Colossians 3 - Put On the New Self
(We are reminded) that we have been raised with Christ so we should set our hearts on things above.  We died with Christ to the things of this world.   We are instructed to put them aside along with our old self.  And in its place, to put on our new self, which is being renewed in the knowledge and image of our Creator.  Paul then gives practical ways in how to live this out as well as instructions for family life. 

Colossians 4 - To Proclaim the Mystery of Christ.  (This chapter) gives us instructions on prayer.  Paul reminds us to be devoted to prayer, praying that the message of Christ is presented clearly.  We are instructed to make the most of each opportu-nity, speaking to each other with grace in our conversations.   Paul closes the letter with a final greeting to the church from others who minister with him.  (And we learn lessons about the qualifications of being a team player.)

I have wondered for some time what story would summarize and highlight the message of Colossians. Then I came across this illustration.

A church was looking for a new pastor, and the District Superintendent sat down with church leaders to talk about what they wanted to see in this new person.   “Someone who can attract young families,” they said.  This made sense, because the church had been in decline for many years, and the congregation was aging. 

So, the District Superintendent asked them, “What is it about your church that young families would find attractive now?”

They looked at each other, then at the floor.
“Well, what attracted you to this church when you first started to come here?” the DS asked encouragingly.

“It’s the fellowship. This is where I can see my friends every week, and we can catch up with each other’s lives,” one woman replied.   “It’s where I get a sense of belonging, where my friendships were formed,” another said.

The District Superintendent thought for a moment, then said, “Yes, and these days, people who are under the age of 35 with children can get that same sense of belonging and friendship building at their kids’ soccer games, or other sports activities.  They build friendships with other parents whose kids are involved in the same things their kids are involved in.   They do not need church for ‘fellowship. What else?”

“Church is where I get involved in helping other people.   We work at the food pantry or take a meal to the homeless shelter, and I get a lot of satisfaction out of that,” said one man.

“Yes, and people who are under the age of 35 do those things, too.   They just don’t need a church to help them do it.   They are very involved in social justice issues, but they work through secular organizations to get that same satisfaction,” the DS told them.  “What else?”

The room was silent.   Someone coughed.

Finally, the District Superintendent said, “What is the one thing that church has to offer that soccer teams and social agencies and friendship groups often don’t? … Anyone?”

Still no answer.

“Okay, look at it this way.  What difference has being part of this church made to your faith? How has following Jesus Christ, as a member of this congregation, changed your life?”

“Oh pastor,” one man grumbled, “You don’t want to go there.   That’s getting too personal!”

“Well,” the DS answered, “it’s the one thing you have going for you that other social groups and service groups don’t.   The one thing the church can claim as its own is Jesus, and if you can’t identify how Jesus has changed your life, what makes you think anyone else would be attracted to your church?”

Colossians is a powerful book that reminds us to focus our attention on the wisdom that the complete supreme adequacy of Christ is what we and the world desperately needs.  May we be thankful for these words of life.

Hymn
Remembrance Litany
As we move to our time of remembering people who have died in the last year, let’s thank God for their influence on our lives.  We remember what seeds they planted in us and in this world and community.  I do think because of Covid, and our lost opportunities to gather at funerals and simply support each other in our normal ways, we need to be aware that our regular ways of mourning have been altered.  I pray that this brief time may help us lament and support each other.  May this short ceremony, be another step toward healing as we grieve.  

As we responsively read this prayer litany, may our memories cause us to smile.  In this simple yet deeply important act we name for each other and ourselves that death – the loss of the visible life of the one we have loved – simply does not have dominion because of our memories and especially a loving Creator and the gift of his Son Jesus.   We believe we will meet again some day.

As 1 Corinthians chapter 15 tells us, we remind ourselves the answer to the question:  Where, O Death is your victory?  The answer:  When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory,’ because of the Creator God who loves us through Jesus’ actions on our behalf.  

When we come to the part of naming each name, we invite persons to come forward and light a candle for that person.    After the worship service, family members are welcome to take the candle, not the sleeve home as another way to remember.  Let’s together offer these words as a memorial prayer.

