North Star Christmas Eve Service December 24, 2021  7:00 p.m.
Prelude (played by volunteers – Jacob, Kaleb, and as many others as wish to play)
Worship Leader: Greeting and Welcome (Lisa)
Hark! the herald angels sing
HWB #201

Advent Candle Lighting (Lisa)
Joy to the world


HWB #318
(Explanation of children’s part in the pageant – When the bell rings, we need as many children as the bell rings to come forward to the front bench for further instructions)

Narrator 1: The Birth of Jesus  Luke 2:1-7
(While this is read: Mary & Joseph & baby come to the manger) (3 children)
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. And everyone went to his own town to register.

So *Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with *Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the *baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Away in a manger

HWB #194
Narrator 2 reading: The Shepherds and the Angels  Luke 2:8-12
(While this is read: shepherds & an angel come to the hills) (4 children)
And there were *shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An *angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

O Holy night (words on screen)
Narrator 1 reading: The Heavenly Host  Luke 2:13-14
(While this is read: Angels come to the hills) (1 child)
Suddenly *a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying ”Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests.”

Angels we have heard on high
HWB #197
Narrator 2 reading: The Shepherds Luke 2:15-20
(While this is read Lois to remove angels)
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

O come, all ye faithful
HWB #212
Narrator 1 reading: The Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-2
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem … Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the One who has been born king of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”

We three kings – Felix Martens Bartel

Narrator 2 reading: The Gifts of the Magi  Matthew 2:3-11
(While this is read: Wisemen go to the manger) (1 child)

When King Herod heard this, he was disturbed.

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the Child. As soon as you find Him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.”

After they had heard the king, *they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.

Offering Announcement: The offering tonight will be divided between Brighter Horizons and Mennonite Disaster Service. (Lisa will tell about MDS projects)
Christmas Thoughts: Pastor‘s message
(Sharing the Christ Light - Lisa will explain that the candles which will have been picked up as they came in, will be lit from the aisles after the closing prayer and passed to others in the pews. (ushers & Ed & Joanne & Lois & MJ will light the candles).  After the singing of Silent Night please remain seated in the sanctuary while treat bags are distributed.) 
Closing Prayer (Lisa)
Sharing the Christ Light - The candles are lit and people will remain in the pews with candles lit
Silent night, holy night
HWB #193
Worship Leader – Lisa Martens Bartel

Narrators – Ed & Joanne Bergen

Song Leader – John Bartel
Accompaniment – Worship Team
Ushers – Vicky Toporchak and Emery Laskowski
