
Dare to Imagine Looking into God’s Face 
 Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7;  
 Hebrews 10:1-10; Luke 1:39-55 
 
At times I’ve wondered – Do I really want to 
meet God?  When I want support, comfort, 
hope, and help, yes, it is good to have a Holy 
Spirit experience.  But do I really want God to 
tell me face to face than I need to repent?  I 
wonder at times – will I survive meeting my 
Creator?  In the Indiana Jones movie, Raiders 
of the Lost Ark, when the ark of the covenant 
was opened, people who looked at it, died.  
That’s one type of thinking about when we 
meet God face to face. 
 
But today we are invited to look at God’s baby, 
God’s Son. We talk about the God of love a lot, 
but we also know from the Bible, God can be 
scary & very full of wrath. The Bible tells us, 
the Lord often spoke to Moses, face to face, 
just as a man speaks to his friend.  But Moses’ 
appearance caused the people to be so afraid 
they asked him to wear a veil to shroud the 
glory of God.   
 
When Moses gave out the Ten Command-
ments, he reminded the people of Israel, “The 
Lord spoke to you face to face at the mountain 
from the midst of the fire.”  (Deut 5:4) 
 
Jacob named the place where he struggled with 
the angel, Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God 
face to face, yet my life has been preserved.” 
 
In Judges 6:22 when Gideon saw the angel of 
the Lord, he said, “Alas, O Lord God!  For now 
I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face.” 
 
At the transfiguration, “A bright cloud covered 
Jesus & the 3 disciples, and a voice from the 
cloud said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.  Listen to him!’  When 
the disciples heard this, they fell face-down to 
the ground, terrified. But Jesus touched them & 
said, ‘Get up, don’t be afraid.’”  (Mt 17:5-7) 
 
Adam & Eve walked face to face in the Garden, 
relating with their Lord and Creator.   But then 
they sinned which caused them to hide from 

God.  It changed their relationship.   Did those 
garden walks continue, I wonder? 
 
A verse that comforts me and also keeps me 
humble is: “For now we see in a mirror dimly, 
but then face to face; now I know in part, but 
then I will know fully just as I also have been 
fully known.”  (I Corinthians 13:12)   
 
Do we really want to be fully known?   Do we 
ever reveal who we really are?   How often do 
we share our real opinions?   Another way of 
asking this is, “What secrets do we keep from 
What attitudes and thoughts do we work hard to 
cover up?  What is my true center?” 
 
Christmas is the story of Almighty Creator God 
declaring again, and acting on this desire, that 
he wants a face-to-face relationship with us.  
It’s not an accident the Christmas stories begin 
with the words, “Fear not!”  Zechariah, Joseph, 
Mary, and the shepherds, had to be reassured 
they were safe when they received divine 
messages.   Are we really any different? 
 
The Christmas message is that God is with us - 
Lord Emmanuel, no matter how much or how 
hard we try to hide.   The Bible and the Holy 
Spirit constantly tell us, Jesus’ coming.  Is God 
declaring that no matter how many negative 
forces may try to rob us of the hope, the peace, 
the joy, and the love that God intends for us, 
nothing can take from us that which is good, 
and true, and pure, and lovely, and gracious?   
 
Despite whom we each are – a Holy God loves 
us anyway. And furthermore, our Creator wants 
us to look into His face.   The Bible’s message 
is, we should dare to imagine looking into 
God’s face because He is looking into ours 
anyway.   What amazing love is this that the 
Godhead comes down to us through a little clan 
of a little people, a small repeatedly sinful 
helpless weak nation, and takes on a human 
face?   Mary is an example for us to rejoice in 
God, our Savior, by actively participating in 
God’s leveling mercy. 
 
Jesus was born in a world like ours, possibly in 
a world even worse than ours. Tyranny, selfish-  



ness, and corruption ruled everywhere.  
Poverty, hunger, violence, and suffering was 
overwhelming for all but a very privileged few. 
 
Today as we celebrate the fourth Sunday of 
Advent & we look at the candles that have been 
lit, the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love.  
So, let’s remember there is much to celebrate, 
even when we fear to face God.  This is always 
true, no matter how bad the times are and no 
matter how much worse we think the times may 
become, as well as how much we fear and 
suffer.   Our Creator has sent his Son to be the 
face of God to help us find these advent themes 
in our lives and in our relationship with Jesus. 
 
The traditional theme for this fourth Sunday of 
Advent, leading up to Christmas, is love. As the 
coming of the Messiah draws near, we dare to 
imagine God’s face revealed to us in Jesus, and 
we discover that God’s face in Jesus is love. 
 
Our scripture from Micah 5 was an oracle for 
the kingdom of Judah as they watched their 
neighbor to the north, Israel, fall to the mighty 
Assyrians.   In the middle of this, Micah 
prophesied of “the one of peace” (v. 5) who 
would come to bring provision & security to 
God’s people.   Followers of Jesus have 
understood that this refers to Jesus.    
 
In Matthew 2:6 the Jewish religious leaders 
told Herod, quoting the Old Testament, “But 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out 
of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel.”  The early church picked up on 
this as another way the Holy God loves the 
Creation.  So, both the Old Testament prophets 
and the writers of the New, tell us, we are to 
dare to imagine looking into the face of God. 
 
Psalm 80 was written in a similar context, to a 
people in trouble, longing for God’s future 
restoration.  Notice the statement given twice, 
of “let your face shine, that we may be saved.” 
Turn your ear and your light on us.   This 
expresses a longing to see God’s face, to see 
God face-to-face, to be fully restored, to 
experience God’s provision and protection as 

our Good Shepherd.  How do we individually 
and as a congregation need to hear from God 
today?  Our Creator’s face is not set against us, 
but rather desires to bring us salvation, peace, 
provision, security, and love.   
 
Then in our scripture from Hebrews 10, the 
author interprets Psalm 40:6-8, to refer to 
Christ’s physical “body” as that which God 
truly desires, not animal sacrifices. The body of 
Jesus, the very “face” of God, is considered 
significant.   We encounter God’s love through 
the man Jesus, who lived and died and rose 
again. And he wants to relate to us face to face, 
through the Holy Spirit. And then of course, in 
heaven for eternity. 
 
King David wrote in Psalm 40: 6-8, “Sacrifice 
& offerings you did not desire, but my ears you 
have opened to understand, burnt offerings and 
sin offerings you did not require.   Then I said, 
“Here I am, I have come - it is written about me 
in the scroll.   I desire to do your will, my God; 
your law is within my heart.” 
 
This message is Jesus Christ was born to die as 
the sacrifice for the sin of the world.   This 
points out that this sacrifice is far superior to 
the repeated sacrifices in Israel’s temple ritual.  
The Easter story really begins at Christmas.  
The Christian doctrine of sanctifying grace 
which enables us to be obedient to God’s law 
of love, finds it’s simplest definition here.   
 
One of the gifts of the lectionary for us, is it 
points out the importance of paying attention to 
both the New & Old Testaments.  Both tell the 
same story of God’s redemptive activity for the 
restoration of God’s creation, and all humanity.  
God wants us in a face-to-face relationship. 
 
This is what the author of Hebrews means by 
his use of the word "sanctified."  In Greek this 
means “holy.”  The only way for us to be made 
holy is in relationship to the God who alone is 
holy.  The claim of the author of Hebrews is 
that, according to divine will, only through 
faith in the sacrifice of Christ is this possible. 
 
 



A widespread misunderstanding of Christians 
is the emphasizes on just personal holiness.  
This is a limited view because Biblical  
theology tells us that holiness must include the  
whole social order and all cultural, political,  
economic and ecology systems.  All of which  
involve people and their relationship with a  
Holy God.  A key verse for this is Micah 6:8.  
“He has told you, O human, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do  
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk  
humbly with your God?”   
 
Many church leaders like Charles Wesley, who 
emphasized a personal relationship with Jesus, 
also preached that relating to a Holy God is   
closely tied to how we treat our neighbors.  He  
is credited by historians, along with his brother  
for helping England avoid a civil war.  
 
Another example is William Wilberforce who  
for decades tried to get England to outlaw  
slavery.  Leaders like this regarded sanctifica- 
tion as incomplete as long as society remained  
unchanged by converted Christian men and  
women.  This has been a constant theme in the 
Anabaptist movement.  This is why we put so  
much emphasis in justice, peace and service –  
as well as personal holiness. 
  
So, the celebration of Advent and Christmas 
must include a genuine concern for the down-
trodden, poor and disadvantaged, as in the 
original legend of St. Nicholas.   This is a 
witness to God's will that the reign of God be 
established in all human relationships & social 
institutions must not be downplayed.   We must 
emphasize personal holiness, a face-to-face 
relationship with Jesus.   But stopping here, 
only offers us a limited view of what a Holy 
Creator desires. 
 
With this view of holiness in mind – it should 
not surprise us that Mary’s Magnificat in our 
Luke text, points out – The Almighty has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts.  He has brought down the powerful 
from their thrones and lifted up those of low 
degree.  He has filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 

In Mary’s Magnificat in Luke 1, we have some 
“body” imagery: God’s “arm” shows strength, 
scatters the proud, brings down the powerful, 
and lifts the lowly.   This “body of God” is 
revealed to us in the love of Jesus of Nazareth, 
who exemplifies this justice and mercy in his 
life, ministry, death, and resurrection. 
 
There is tremendous power in the nativity 
scene.  It’s a power we dare not overlook in our 
familiarity with the Christmas story.   It’s a 
power that cannot be overcome by the sounds 
of war, nor by Herod's fierce breathing.  It’s a 
power that cannot be quenched by a million 
advertisements, nor by billions of people 
seeking ever more wealth and luxury.  Instead, 
this power dares us to look into God’s face.  It 
is the power of the ordinary, of the humble.   
It’s the power that Mary sang of when she said, 
"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has regarded 
the low estate of his handmaiden." 
 
As we move toward Christmas, you may want 
to begin reflecting on the incarnation of God in 
Jesus.  In the very body of Jesus, we see God’s 
“face” and we see God’s “arm” at work.  How 
do we as individuals, families, & as a congrega-
tion need to be encouraged to look to Jesus to 
see who God is and what God desires, beyond 
personally meeting our Creator face to face? 
 
When you look at the time of Jesus realistically 
you might easily think that it was the height of 
foolishness for Mary to sing for joy to God as 
she did.  What was there for her to celebrate but 
a strange vision, and a pregnancy that almost 
led to her being rejected by her fiancé, Joseph? 
 
The times were bad - and everyone knew that 
they were going to get worse. This was as plain 
to see as Herod's tax-collectors, Caesar’s army, 
and the crosses that so often appeared along the 
roads & highways. What was there to celebrate 
in Judea 2000 years ago?   
 
What is there to celebrate today?  People we 
love get sick and die.   Around the world the 
number of refugees keep climbing, the number 
of people fleeing their communities because of 



weather, violence & government incompetence 
and selfishness seems to never stop growing.   
And what can we do in the midst of plenty of 
food, but not where millions are starving? 
 
But still the Almighty Creator God invites us to 
seek out his face.  And he has shone it in Jesus.   
Because the Holy Spirit who took hold of 
Mary, and conceived within her a child, is here 
today. Just as the Holy Spirit, working in Mary, 
and the Christmas characters, brought forth life 
and light to the world in the person of Jesus - 
they still bring forth life and light to the world 
through the Almighty’s working in us and in 
those around us.  That light and that life cannot 
be destroyed - no matter how bad the times are. 
And that light and life often appears stronger 
the worse things get in the world.   So, let’s 
dare to choose and have enough faith to 
imagine and look for God’s Son – face to face. 
 
 
 
 


