Deliverer King for the Remnant Part 1
Micah 5:1-5a; Ephesians 2:1-10
There are many sermons on Micah 5, verses 1-5.
But not many on the rest of this chapter. These
verses, especially verse 2 are used on Christmas
when we talk about Bethlehem. Ephrathah is
the ancient name of the region where Jesus was
born. It helps distinguish it from other towns of
the same name. King David came from there.
The note in my Bible describes verses 1- 4 by
saying, “It is an oracle of judgment & salvation.
From helpless ruler to ideal king, who will be
born in Bethlehem and whose ‘greatness’ will
reach to the ends of the earth.” We could add:
verse 5a, “And he, Jesus, will be their peace.”
The chapter divisions don’t fully work here.
That’s because verses 1–4 are a continuation of
the thoughts in Chapter 4. Micah sets up two
comparisons in chapter 4, and chapter 5 begins
with a third one. Micah begins these sections in
Hebrew with the word and idea of “now,”
referring to current difficulties and hardship, and
then he moves to the “then,” the distant future,
of deliverance. We saw this in chapter 4, verse
9 – from distress to deliverance. We saw this in
chapter 4, verse 11 – from siege to victory.
Chapter 5, verse 1 offers us another “now” –
from helpless ruler to ideal deliverer king.
And by way of another introduction to chapter
5, it is worth sharing what one commentator
wrote. I paraphrase and reduce - No other
chapter in the Bible has been more abused by its
friends than this. It is one of the scriptural
sources of the messianic hope that is important
in post exile Judaism. The tradition that Jesus
came in fulfillment of this, and other prophecies
was so early and so deep a part of Christian
thinking that it wrote itself into the Gospels.
And verse 4, can be linked to Jesus, and it can
also refer to end times dreams and hopes. It is a
wonderful visionary passage. But it is hard to
believe that anyone who had read this chapter
carefully could think that it had any reference to
the coming of Jesus. There is little or nothing in
common between Micah 5’s central theme and

anything Jesus did or taught. People walk a
straight line from Bethlehem, the ordained
birthplace of the one who was to be ruler of
Israel, and they walk away from everything else
in the chapter. We are looking back on what
we know occurred after Jesus came to earth.
But how did the people at the time these words
were uttered, understand them?
The commentator continues: The sentiments
expressed here can be easily understood as the
normal reaction of one who has seen his country
destroyed. Confronted by what appeared to be a
complete end, the writer refused to believe it.
He anticipates the day when God will turn the
tables. His mind dwells, sometimes almost
serenely and at times with actual savagery upon
the details of the revolution in events. This
gives us a glimpse into the challenges of
Biblical interpretation.
But let’s see what we can learn and apply to us
from Micah 5. Think of reading this like some
novels that do not tell the story in a straight line.
They go back and forth between characters or
events and even in time. We also have the
complication of language, idiomatic colloquial
expressions, unfamiliar word pictures, religious
and political interests, translation issues and the
use of sarcasm and irony. But with some study,
it teaches us some important ideas.
We can reduce all the words to a main theme.
The ideal king for the remnant. This simplifies
our focus. Chapter 5 can be seen as another
oracle of grace from Micah. It is a message of
encouragement that we also need, as did the
people in Micah’s day. And let’s remember the
Word of the Lord is completely and always
authoritative and sufficient for our lives.
As we have seen, the first three chapters are
filled with warnings to the leaders and people.
So, we must ask, "Can there be any hope when
things are this bad? How can God's people
possibly turn this around?" Well, God has two
answers. First, they cannot – on their own.
Second, they do not have to, because God is
telling us that he will do a work of salvation and

restoration. He will send the ideal Deliverer
King who will establish a true kingdom.
In this chapter, we receive information about the
coming ruler God will bring for his people. And
we will see the delivered remnant, the people of
God delivered from sin and shame, a remnant to
dwell with the ruler in his kingdom forever.
Let's look at the coming future ruler.
We need to remind ourselves of what was going
on back then. Despite these hopeful words, we
must not forget Micah was prophesying at a
time that was very bad. It was bad internally in
Judah because they had greedy unjust corrupt
leaders. It was bad externally because there
were enemy empires and armies ready to invade
Israel. It is important to see God speaking to his
people during circumstances that were difficult.
It is easy to be tempted to think the Creator does
not understand our problems. It is not unusual
to think the Almighty does not care. How often
do we believe when times get tough that God
has forgotten us? That is why times are tough
and that we are very far from God. But the
Bible says otherwise. The Bible tells us God
knows our challenges and our difficulties and
speaks to us in the middle of them.
We begin in verse 1, with that word, now, that
is not in most English translations. Just like in
Micah 4, verse 9, Micah uses sarcasm again to
get the attention of Judah. He asked "Why are
you crying aloud? Where's your king?" The
whole point is they had no king – at least not a
good just one. They were crying because they
were in trouble. So here Micah sarcastically
tells them, "Go ahead. Get your army together,
defend yourselves. You are so important and
so strong. You can deal with this difficulty.”
Micah was being sarcastic and also, we need to
see the irony here. The irony comes through
because the word for troops implies a small
band of raiders. It does not mean an army. It
is like Micah is saying, "Gather up a couple of
dozen guys and go fight the army besieging you.
You think you are so powerful and able to
handle this by yourselves.” But Jerusalem

could not raise an army to deal with the threat.
There was no way it could defend itself.
What Micah is speaking of could be one of two
things. He could be speaking of either the siege
that was laid by the Assyrians in Micah's day or
perhaps he is speaking of the future, when the
Babylonian Empire comes - or both. The only
difference between the siege of Jerusalem by the
Assyrians and when the Babylonians were after
them, was that the Babylonians succeeded.
The phrase, "with a rod they strike the judge of
Israel on the cheek," is a great insult. The king
was seen as the ultimate judge, the top of the
legal and political chain, as we see with King
Solomon deciding to cut a baby in half to settle
a dispute between two women. He did not, when
the real mother was revealed. (I Kings 3:16-28)
The point is the worst of all imaginable things
happened to the people of God. There could be
no greater insult in the world of Micah than to
be struck on the cheek. To be struck on the
cheek when you are the king, means, you have
no authority and no power. He is completely in
the hands of the enemy, totally subject to them.
This occurred about 150 years after Micah was
written in 587 BC. Zedekiah, the king at the
time, abandoned his people and tried to escape,
but was captured, blinded and was a slave the
rest of his life. Plus, his sons were put to death.
From the people’s perspective, all was lost.
This is the context God wants us to see. When
all is lost, when all human hope is gone, when
there is nowhere left to turn, God is still at work.
Micah introduces the word but. (Verse 2) We
have been trained in the previous 2 sections to
expect a surprise. The surprise here is God will
act on behalf of his people. Often enemies of
God think they have put the finishing blow on
God’s people, but then God goes to work.
So here the people of God have been defeated.
They have no king. He has abandoned them,
and they have been put to shame, but God will
act. Have you ever noticed the word but is one
of the most important words in the Bible? It
helps us to see that God works when we cannot,

when we think all is lost, when we ourselves are
in a hopeless state. An example of this is Paul's
writing to the Ephesians in chapter 2.

exactly the way God works? He takes the
insignificant, humble, weak, and ordinary, to
use to show his glory.

Paul tells us our situation and our sin is much
worse than we think. We are not just sick, or
weak, or diseased. We are dead in our trespasses
and sin. We are alienated from God without
hope. But God, who is rich in mercy, has
worked his grace and given his people salvation.
God uses this “but” in the Scriptures, & he uses
this but in prophecy, and he uses this but in our
lives. Let us not ever forget that God is at work.

Our culture teaches to do big famous things. To
leave a legacy. But are we missing God's work
in our lives because we are looking for big outcomes? We need to see God at work in our
every day lives. In living out the Fruits of the
Spirit. In being the faithful remnant. In our
common daily activities of living the 10
Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount.
We need to look for God there, because God is
at work in the small things. God's work is
always mighty, no matter how small the things
are that he uses. We see how important it is to
have hardworking, low income, underpaid,
necessary workers for society to function.

The Bible has a variety of descriptions of how
dead we truly are – without Jesus.
We are Blind (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).
We are slaves to sin (Romans 6:17) and
lovers of darkness (John 3:19-20).
We are Sick (Mark 2:17) and
Lost (Luke 15).
The Bible calls us strangers, aliens, foreigners
(Ephesians 2:12, 2:19) and
children of wrath (Ephesians 2:3).
Without Jesus we come under the power of
darkness (Colossians 1:13) and
do not deserve God’s grace.
BUT God works on our behalf – anyway.
Please notice how God chooses to work in this
world – for us sinners!
It is important to notice how God challenges the
powers of this world. He uses insignificant
people. “Bethlehem is too little to be among the
clans of Judah." God challenges the mighty
empires from little Bethlehem. It is so small it
would not be on the map. That is why Micah
named the region, Ephrathah, where Bethlehem
is, so we can find it on the map. It’s like the
town of Noble in Iowa – it’s hard to find!
No one noticed or cared about Bethlehem, until
Jesus and God’s church showed up. If you want
a challenging passage, read Joshua, chapter 15.
It is a list of more than 100 names of cities in
Judah. Bethlehem is not on the list. It did not
even make the top 100. That is how small it
was. It was one of those towns you drive
through, and before you know it, you are
already past it because it's so small. Is not this

God brings his ruler out of Bethlehem. David’s
family had fallen. David was born in Bethlehem,
A king, he lived in Jerusalem. David was
promised by God - his throne would be forever.
But his family was no longer on the throne in
Jerusalem. The throne was lost. The Messiah
will not come out of Jerusalem. The favored
people had fallen into poverty and evil. Micah
describes a society that has not just lost its way.
Life was hell with unjust corrupt greedy leaders.
But a new king shall come forth for me, Micah
says. We could say Micah is speaking about
himself. But it also makes sense that this me, is
God speaking. We must not forget that often
when we think of what God does, even about
the Messiah, we think about what that has in
perspective to us. What does the Messiah do for
us? How does God benefit or bless us? Just
like often our prayers are about what we want.
But God says the Messiah comes not for us but
he comes for him. It comes for his purpose. The
Messiah is the ruler God wants and he will do
the work to establish the real king. What God
wants matters. That is what Micah is telling us.
His coming shall be, "from of old, from ancient
days." There is a bit of a controversy about
what this means. But I think this language and
phrase is referring to a time before the current

trouble the people are experiencing. It is as if
the current trouble does not even exist. Micah
refers back to the days of David, the days of
Solomon, the days of the great kings reigning.
In a sense, the current trouble does not exist,
because it does not exist for God. God does
not have to work around present circumstances.
God is powerful and mighty and great and does
as he wills.
When we think about this, it points us to the
sure promise of God. In spite of what we see
now, God wants us to look to his promises.
They have not changed. They will not fail.
Bethlehem is the birthplace of David & Jesus.
God wants us to see his everlasting covenantal
promises to David will come true. Ralph Davis
puts it this way. He says when we think of
Bethlehem, we should not just to think of "O
Little Town of Bethlehem." But, we ought to
think of "David's-burg," because it's David's
town. David came from there, the youngest of 8
sons, whose father did not present him at first to
Samuel to be chosen king. But God picked
him, and God keeps his promise to David.
Then Micah moves to explain how verse 2 fits
in with verse 1, in verse 3. As we first look at
this, it seems odd. How does this promise of the
ruler who will come fit in with the disaster of
verse 1? Well, before the promise of verse 2
can be fulfil-led, believers must experience the
abandonment in verse 3. The hard times of
verse 1, the abandonment of verse 3, leads to.
"Therefore, he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth…" We
have this image of birthing and pain again,
describing Israel. The people are going to be
given up, but not forever. For a certain time.
There is a limitation to this.
Why does God tell us this? Wouldn't it be more
encouraging for him to just leave this out, to not
remind us that the people of God will be given
up for a time? Doesn't that dull the force of the
prediction of deliverance with a warning about
abandonment? Well, God wants us not to lose
heart. To have patience. What better way to
have patience in affliction than we are warned

that it is coming to its end? A Deliverer King,
Ideal Ruler, will come.
Since we are overly familiar with shots, let’s
think about the process. The nurse tells you
about the inoculation. You put out your arm &
she says, "Now it's going to come." And what
else does she say? "It's going to hurt." Or if
she's trying to downplay it, she says, "It's going
to prick a little," and you're like, "No, it's not. It
is going to really sting." He tells you it's
coming, and then when he gives it to you, he
says, with a smile, "Oh, that's over. It's done."
Then you can finally relax, because you know it
is over. The pain has passed. That warning
helps you because you know it's not something
that's going to go on and on and on. It is just for
a moment. God describes the Messiah in this
way. He describes the Messiah as one who is to
come, and even though we are amid trials and
struggles, the Creator will deliver us from this.
When the Messiah comes, he brings security.
He is with his people. Look at verse 3. "…then
the rest of his brothers shall return to the people
of Israel." Here we see a reunion of God's
covenant people – a sign the new king will
come. This is a topic the prophets love to speak
about - often.
It makes the promise of God's ruler applicable to
them and to us. He is their ruler. He is not just
a ruler; he is God's ruler for the people. It is
how the Messiah King Jesus identifies with his
people. We are called his brothers and sisters.
Jesus is the firstborn among many sisters and
brothers.
The ideal ruler is a shepherd to his people in
verse 4. "And he shall stand and shepherd his
flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty
of the name of the Lord God. They shall dwell
secure, to the ends of the earth." The Messiah is
described as steady and sure. This was very
different than their current leaders! For you
and me, our security will stand, not in our
circumstances, or wealth, or power, or status, or
our ethnicity, but in the greatness of our
Shephard Deliverer King.

Then, finally, the shepherd, this Messiah, holds
his people secure because he is their peace in
verse 5a. Micah does not say the Messiah
brings peace, although he does. Micah says he
is peace. You see, we have peace because Jesus
is peace. He is peace for his people. This is
what all the efforts and desires for peace in this
world miss. People have to stream up the
mountain of the Lord where we are taught his
ways so we can walk in his paths. That is where
real peace lies – in Jesus. In the Deliverer, ideal
king and kingdom!
Not in human treaties, political promises, good
politics, great trade deals, or economic policies.
But in the Lord of Lords, Wonderful Counselor,
Almighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Jesus is Deliverer King for the remnant.

