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Welcome  -Eternity Sunday/Memorial Sunday 

· turn our attention to the reality of death in our lives and our community. 

· As we remember these people, I ask:  What does it look like to be a hopeful people?

· How is hope lived out in our grief and our compassion?

1 Thessalonians 4:13 -we grieve, but we do not grieve as those who have no hope.

We go through this ritual of looking back and remembering each year just before advent. 


-fitting to do this just before advent, b/c at Xmas/holidays is often a time when we miss our loved ones most keenly, when there’s a noticeably empty spot around the table, or a tradition held isn’t the same when someone is missing.

-good to remember now, to remind us that as a community we carry our burdens together.

As people of faith, one place we often turn to when our burdens are heavy is to scripture. 

· resources: many songs of comfort, based on scripture

· Job  19: 25-27 (These words found in Handel’s Messiah)

For I know that my Redeemer lives

And that at the last he will stand upon the earth

And after my skin has been destroyed,

Then in my flesh I shall see God

And my eyes shall behold,

· Job is interesting b/c it hold both grief and hope

So I looked at the book of Job, and when you do you see that it is a dark book full of questions

· Q’s of suffering, injustice, betrayal (both earthly and divine)

Job is a man who faces disaster after disaster

· Wealthy man (large family and extensive flocks) “blameless” “upright” 

· See this conversation b/w God and Satan 

· G points out how perfect Job is

· S argues that Job is only good b/c God has blessed him

· S wants to see if he will follow G if all that’s taken away 

· God permits

· In the course of 1 day, 4 messages come to him bearing separate bad news that the livestock, servants and all 10 children have died

· Job tears his clothes/shaves head in mourning, but still blesses God

· Satan pushes hard to see if Job will curse God

· Job gets horrible skin sores, (painful, oozing, festering)
· wife looses her trust in God, but not Job
· Jobs friends come to visit and mourn for 7 days
· J curses the day he was born, intense misery but doesn’t curse God

· Then say J must have done something wrong/committed evil

· J still does not turn from God and claims innocence 

· He calls out to God: “Look at me, this is hard, this is dreadful, this is terrible, this is unfair! Why is this happening? And what are you doing about this, God?”

· J sings “I know that my redeemer lives”

· For me this is a line that reminds me of Jesus,
· Reminds me of hope for life after death

· But J is talking about something else, not hope for life after death 

· On the contrary, he need someone come forward and prove innocence now (needs a redeemer for his current situation)
· When Handel’s aria use words like “though worms destroy this body” = I have thought after we die, but Job is talking about right now (he has maggots)

· Job still believes that God will redeem or heal his body now, in his life.

· Job cries out in his grief, he mourns the finality of death
· Job 14:7 For there is hope for a tree if it is cut down, that it will sprout again and that its shoots will not cease. …  so mortals lie down and do not rise again until the heavens are no more, they will not awake or be roused from their sleep
· He speaks of human life like a flower withers, 

· Like a shadow that flees
· Like a cloud that vanishes

· And that is where God steps back into the story

· God redeems, regains health, wealth, new family and live till old

One of Job’s questions against God: “Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as mortals see?”

Job’s complaint finds an answer, years later, in the person of Jesus Christ, the son of God, sent to us with eyes of flesh, to see as mortals see. Jesus conquers the power of death in our life and redeems each of us. 

Job provides a message of hope before its time, a verse of hope in a whole book of questions about suffering and loss. 
Job’s bleak and powerful poetry about the darkness of the grave speaks to us: death brings us low, life is a breath that disappears. We get acquainted with that land of gloom and chaos- as Job says.

It’s comforting that there are words in our scriptures that do not gloss over the pain and fear that descend on us when we experience the death of loved ones. It is tempting to detour the valley of the shadow of death, to pretend it’s not there, to speak only of the happy place of resurrection.

Turning to the NT, Jesus models this as well.

· J went to visit the grave of his friend Lazarus

· If there was ever a human who understood that resurrection was possible it was J

· That might make him approach M&M with a smile or even belittle their grief

· What does he do… ? Jesus wept. And the people said “see how he loved him.”
Job’s accusing words to God were, “Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as mortals see?” And here’s God’s answer. “Yes, yes I do.” Jesus stands at the grave and weeps real tears of grief. He feels it in his bones. 

A few weeks later, in a dark garden, Jesus will weep again as he kneels praying the night before his own death. He faces that horrible death and weeps real tears. Even on the cross he cries out. 

Paul’s advice to the Christian community in Rome was “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” (Romans 15:15)

· Enter compassionately into the experiences of people you encounter

This is what Jesus modeled. 

God sent a live person down to be with us, experience life, to cry with us, suffer with us.  God with flesh on. He suffered his way into resurrection, he waits with us as hope is born in us. Hope comes in that realization that God is with us. Truly with us. Jesus Immanuel. 

As a community of Jesus, we incarnate hope when:

· we see a suffering person and enter into that space with them.
· We visit the sick in hospital. 
· We reach out to the neighbor who is struggling.
· We visit the prisoner in jail who feels alone and abandoned. 
· We provide a home for refugee family in spite of our society’s fear of strangers. 
· We meet people in their grief and remember that grief is a long journey that does run in a straight line.

When we cry with each other, reminisce with each other, laugh with each other, rejoice with each other – when we meet each other in compassion, we become a people of hope, a people who incarnate Jesus again and again. 

Hope is knowing that God walks with us in our suffering, God cries with us in our grief, and so we too walk with each other with compassion as God flows in us and through us.

So right now, we will take time to recognise the grief that has dwelled in our community this past year. Let us move to our service of candle lighting. 
