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Hosea, Joel, Obadiah, Nahum, Habakkuk… what/who are all these names?
Those are 5 of the 15 prophets who have books of the bible
There are more… Elijah, Deborah, Nathan… but they don’t have there own book
Our bible scholars = 3 groups  1. Major; 2. Minor (bookof12) 3.other (no book)

Why I am even talking about this?
· this summer I asked Whatsap
· “do the minor prophets”
· Talked with commonword
· Decided on 1 prophet (the one that fits into the group the least)
· Jonah
· “Jonah for normal people: a guide to the most misunderstood book…”)
Before we get into Jonah, since I had looked at prophets and found more…  
Intro to the pr. – why do we even have this in our bible? should we read them?
%	-I tend to 1st go to gospels (X lessons and teachings while profound, they are accessible and applicable)
· NT letters are a time capsule of the early church, their questions and struggles, and are often also still applicable in many ways to todays ch.
· Psalms are poetry and song, (explored in summer)
· Wisdom literature, while sometimes needing some contextualization still has wisdom useful today
· Torah (1-5) tells our beginnings as a people and the story of the early covenants between our God and God’s people
· There are many parts of the OT that we avoid, except for a few memorisable verses:
· Jerimiah 29:11 (for I know the plans)
· Micah 6:8 what does the L require of you, to act justly, love mercy, walk humbly
· Isaiah at start of Advent
And if you tried to read these prophets, odds are that you got lost in their dense poetry and wild imagery. The bible project.com and their video explaining the books of the bible, helped me to break it down.
%  When we think of prophets we think of a fortune teller, someone who predicts the future.  That’s what a prophets means in many cultures, but not in the bible
While the biblical prophets sometimes speak about the future, they are way more than fortune tellers.
%  They were Israelites that had a radical encounter with God’s presence, and then were commissioned to speak on God’s behalf – like a representative.
They cared deeply about the mutual partnership that was to exist between G and the people – the partnership where G rescued the people from slavery in Egypt and invited them to be a nation of justice and generosity that were to represent God’s character to the nations. This partnership required all Israelites to give their trust and allegiance to their God alone.  
%  = Covenant (that Jesus renews and updates and expands during his ministry)
%	Isaish 42:5-9 speaks of a reminder of that covenant
Thus says God, the Lord,
    who created the heavens and stretched them out,
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
    and spirit to those who walk in it:
6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,

%   7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have come to pass,
    and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

%  But the priests, leaders, kings, lead the people away and broke the covenant
So this is where the pr come in – to remind the people of their role in the partnership. And they did this in 3 ways
1. Accusation – for violating terms of the covenant -ex idolatry, alliances with other nations and their gods, and allowing injustice to the poor.  (covenant lawyers)
2. Called to repent -to turn around, they spoke of G’s mercy if they would just smarten up and follow G’s ways (but they didn’t usually)
3. Announced the consequences for breaking the cov, which they called the Day of the Lord.  Sometimes that looks like the apocalypse/ end of the world, but really the pr wanted to explain how G would bring his justice on Isreal’s corruptions and the violent nations around them.  In explaining these local events, they often used cosmic imagery (sun going dark, stars falling, darkness and destruction)
%  Joel 2:31 “The sun be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.”
%  Isaish 9:18-19 “For wickedness burned like a fire, consuming briers and thorns;
it kindled the thickets of the forest, and they swirled upward in a column of smoke. Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts the land was burned, and the people became like fuel for the fire; no one spared another.”
· The cosmic imagery shows how these important events of their day fit into the bigger story of G’s mission to bring down every corrupt and violent nation once and for all.
· The pr cared about the present and the future, and the cosmic imagery allowed them to talk about both at the same time.
· So, no matter when you live, the Day of the Lord is bad news if you are part of Babylon…, and good news if you are waiting for G’s kingdom. (at Xmas we read Isaiah’s vision of a new kingdom, where lion and lamb…)
%  Some pr were powerful speakers and leaders, some lived on the margins and preformed strange stunts and symbols to depict G’s message, and yet it doesn’t seem like these folks were listened to by the leaders (and maybe that’s how it still is today)
%  But when their words and warnings came to fruition, some people started to pay attention, saved their writings / complied them as part of our holy word of G
They were saved and arranged to tell the story of how G would change their tragic story of failure and exile, into a story of hope and restoration.
It is that twin message of prophetic warning and of hope that the pr cared about so much, and it’s a message that we still need to hear today.
% This message of hope is not a cross-your-fingers kind of hope, like “I hope it doesn’t rain on the party” or a “I didn’t have time to study and I hope I pass” but a hope as a ‘sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.’
This kind of hope was, in some ways, fulfilled in Jesus, but still looks forward as we continue to live in troubles times, with violence and injustice rampant in our world, as we continue to wait for G to fulfill G’s promise to completely restore G’s fallen creation.
The message of the pr. included judgement and accusation, and while that’s not how most preachers tend to preach these days, it’s not because we learnt how to quit sinning. It’s more like we learned that fear wasn’t a good and honest motivation for a faith rooted in love.
But just like the people whom the pro spoke to, we also struggle with idolatry, disregard for G’s laws, empty religiosity, greed, lack of concern for the poor, and are proud, just like the OT pro warned about. Ours looks vastly different, but so does our world look vastly different.
% Haggai 1:5 “Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it."  -This could also be a warning for today, with our consumption and desire for things to meet our needs.
But as humans we struggle with the same sins and are subject to the same judgements, we also share in the same hope,  - hope for restoration, renewal and justice.
One scholar said “the most important reason why we should have the OT pro and their message… is because they understood better than most Xn’s (who have full access to scripture in various translations,) the depth of fight between flesh and spirit, between law and grace, between truth and error… They were strong and powerful in the Holy Spirit.”
% The pattern of the prophets is “ Then the word of the lord came to me saying…”
And then the prophets tell and do just as the YHWH tells them
· Except for one in particular, Jonah, who says “heck no, I’d rather die”
Yet even in Jonah’s story, or especially in Jonah’s story, God’s hope and mercy are shown.
%  Micah 7:18-19 “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of his possession? He does not retain his anger forever because he delights in showing steadfast love. He will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”
%  Zephaniah 3:19 “And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.”
%  Isaiah 40:31 “but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;  they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”
%  The message of the prophets, while not always easy reading, and we can get lost in their odd language and bazar imagery, they still hold a message of judgement, repentance and hope that we still need to hear.
In 2 weeks we will return to begin a deeper dig into the prophetic voice of Jonah, to discover what it still can teach us today.
Until then I leave you leave you with a question: Which part of the prophets message do you need to hear today? Accusation, repentance or hope?

Prayer:  God of sea and earth, of people and creation. You gave us your word in the bible that sometimes/often find difficult to read. Words written thousands of years ago, with images and histories that allude us. Help us to hear your spirit, speaking to us, our church and our world today, through these ancient words. Allow us to hear your accusations of our wrong doings, your call to repentance and your message of hope. Amen.
